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FT8 has taken over the airwaves as  the  digital communication mode for making QSOs over HF/VHF/UHF. The 
mode has been widely popular as the latest offering in K1JT’s WSJT-X application. FT8 is based on the same 
foundation as JT65, JT9, and WSPR modes for weak signal communication, but transmits faster with only 
slightly reduced sensitivity. 

While FT8 is an incredibly robust weak signal mode, it is designed heavily to take advantage of short band 
openings on HF/VHF/UHF and only offers a minimal QSO framework. However, many operators are using 
these weak signal qualities to make successful QSOs on the HF bands where other modes fail. 

FT8Call is an  experiment  to test the feasibility of a digital mode with the robustness of FT8, combined with a 
messaging and network protocol layer for weak signal  communication  on HF, using keyboard-to-keyboard style 
interface. FT8Call is heavily inspired by  WSJT-X ,  Fldigi , and  FSQCall  and would not exist without the hard 
work and dedication of the many developers in the amateur radio community. 
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Read more on the original design inspiration here:  https://github.com/jsherer/ft8call 
 

For release announcements and discussion, join the FT8Call mailing list here:  https://groups.io/g/ft8call 
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